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MEETING BRIEFING
Mid Copeland GDF Community Partnership Meeting, Wednesday 3rd September 2025
The Chair welcomed the Community Partnership Members and Nuclear Waste Services (NWS) representatives. Two members of the public were in attendance and were also welcomed by the Chair.

Chair’s Report
The Chair informed the meeting that South Copeland GDF Community Partnership is now back up and running following its review. They are actively re-engaging with their community and working to re-establish operations in line with policy.

NWS Update
The Principal Community Engagement Manager explained over the coming months NWS will focus communications on the six siting factors used to assess site suitability. One factor will be highlighted at a time to reinforce their importance in the siting process. The six siting factors are Safety and Security, Community, Environment, Engineering Feasibility, Transport, and Value for Money.
Later this year, NWS will be updating the Community Partnership on the next stage in the GDF process which is Site Characterisation. This will provide more information around what Site Characterisation entails, such as the Development Consent Order and permitting as well as introducing more information about the deep boreholes that would be part of the work NWS needs to understand the geology.
 
Environment Update
Representatives from NWS provided the Community Partnership with an update on the Baseline Environmental Surveys. Monthly Digital Aerial Surveys (DAS) started in October 2023 with the last survey taking place later this month, September 2025. These were to understand the presence and number of birds and marine animals and are the first in a programme designed to collect baseline data to support the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), which is required for the Development Consent Order (DCO) to carry out deep borehole investigations. Following completion of the DAS, NWS is moving to ground-based Wintering Bird Surveys to complement this data and gain a deeper understanding of bird movements along the coast.
These surveys will help identify potential environmental effects and inform any mitigations to manage them. They will take place September 2025 to April 2026 and be repeated the following year.

Community Investment Funding Update
The Community Investment Panel (CIP) has approved 17 new awards for Year 4. The Partnership currently has £405,134 of funding available to award for year four. The next CIP panel will take place on 19th September 2025.
The CIF team attended a West Cumbria Funders event at Solway Hall, Whitehaven on 1st July 2025. The CIF team is currently coordinating an additional ‘Meet the Funders’ event immediately after the start of CIF Year 5 on 20th November 2025 at Beckermet Reading Rooms. 

Youth Subgroup Feedback:
The Youth representative reminded the Partnership that at the last meeting, it introduced the proposal to establish a Young People’s Group to ensure young voices are represented in the GDF project. Since then, good progress has been made. A launch event is scheduled for 18th February 2026 (during half-term) at Muncaster Castle. A targeted social media campaign will run later this year, alongside engagement with schools, sports clubs, apprenticeship programmes and local youth groups.

Business Subgroup Feedback:
The Business Lead informed the Community Partnership that on 3rd July 2025 a business engagement event at Seascale Golf Club focused on cyber security and visioning. In advance of the event, invitations were hand delivered, which led to several positive conversations, however no attendees on the day. A follow-up letter has since been sent out to gather feedback on how businesses would like to be engaged with. One response so far stated they would prefer email communication going forward. A Business Strategy has been drafted and will be discussed at the December Community Partnership meeting.

Communications Update
The Communications Lead provided an update on activities undertaken since the previous Community Partnership meeting. This included the distribution of a printed newsletter to all households within the Search Area in June, accompanied by a digital version circulated to over 750 subscribers. Additionally, a leaflet summarising recent progress on the development of a Community Vision was produced and is being used to facilitate meaningful discussions during ongoing engagements. Information about upcoming NWS Out of Search Area drop-in sessions in Whitehaven, Egremont, and Cleator Moor in September is also being promoted via social media channels.

Community Engagement Update
The Community Engagement Manager recapped since the last Community Partnership meeting, Community Partnership representatives attended 28 community events, with a total of 1,158 engagements. These included a wide range of activities such as coffee mornings, toddler groups, drop-ins in the nuclear estate, Drigg Gala, school fayres, and major events like WellytheHelli, Rotating Wheels and Gosforth Show.
At Gosforth Show, we had a record of 356 engagements. Mid Copeland Community Partnership branding was highly visible across the showground — including show jumps, rosettes, microbus signage, and tannoy announcements.

Issues for Escalation
· No Issues for Escalation.

Public Questions
· Questions were asked regarding the 2026 Youth event and Community Investment Panel.
	


Date of next meeting
Next Community Partnership meeting will be 1st December 2025 at 09:00am

Meeting dates for 2026:
· 2nd March 2026 – Beckermet Reading Rooms
· 8th June 2026 – Calderbridge and Ponsonby Village Hall
· 7th September 2026 – Beckermet Reading Rooms 
· 7th December 2026 - TBC
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