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MEETING BRIEFING
Mid Copeland GDF Community Partnership Meeting, Monday 1st December 2025
The Chair welcomed the Community Partnership Members and Nuclear Waste Services (NWS) representatives. No members of the public were in attendance.

Chair’s Report
The Chair informed the meeting that the scheduled Crown Estate meeting had been cancelled due to illness.  NWS are in contact with The Crown Estate and are looking to rearrange. 

Attendance at Wasdale Show was reported to be far more successful than anticipated, generating substantial public interest and a number of “back to basics” enquiries regarding the GDF siting process.

It was confirmed that approximately £1 million of Community Investment Funding for 2025 had been fully allocated, which was welcomed as positive news. The Chair expressed thanks to members for their ongoing support and also extended appreciation to the NWS team for the assistance they continue to provide. 

It was reported that the representative from Drigg & Carleton Parish Council had stepped down from their role as a non-voting member of the Partnership. It was agreed that the seat would remain open to the Parish Council. A letter will be issued to Drigg & Carleton Parish Council to thank their former member for their contribution and to offer the Parish Council the opportunity to nominate a replacement.

NWS Update
The Principal Community Engagement Manager explained that the NWS Board had appointed Simon Hughes as the new GDF Executive Director, beginning 5 January 2026. Simon will lead the GDF programme at an important time – guiding the next steps of the GDF programme and ensuring NWS are structured in the best possible way to speed-up decision-making, strengthen accountability, and focus on delivery.

NWS is anticipating making a decision on which community or communities to progress to deep borehole investigations in Spring 2026. Any decision to progress a community to this next stage requires Secretary of State approval. However, there is no prescribed timetable for this work, and we will proceed only once all relevant information is available. Information on Site Characterisation has recently been added to the NWS website and is included in the Community Partnership’s upcoming newsletter. 

At the request of Cumberland Council, NWS are attending an internal informal online meeting of the Nuclear Issues Board on 4th December to present the high-level results of the residents’ surveys in Mid and South Copeland over the years.

Community Engagement Update
Since September, the Community Engagement Team have attended approximately 20 events, engaging over 600 people. These included Out of Search Area events in Egremont, Cleator Moor and Whitehaven where although attendance was low, the discussions were helpful as there is a real lack of understanding about GDF and previous processes. Other engagements included coffee mornings, toddler groups, Wasdale show, and pensioners’ sessions. Our upcoming youth event in Muncaster has been promoted widely and there has been lots of interest.

The previously discussed Golf Event will happen on 13th June, with all proceeds going to Great North Air Ambulance. This forms part of our Seldom Heard engagement. More details will follow, and there is already lots of interest.



Communications Update
The Communications Lead recapped on activity since September which included a press release/online advertising for a Community Investment Funding (CIF) event; a press update about a Shackles Off project funded through CIF; website additions to the news section and a social media video viewed 7,000 times. A printed newsletter is due to be delivered to homes in the Search Area w/c 8th December, with a digital version being sent to 750+ subscribers. There are also communications planned around why the current GDF programme is different to previous processes and a press release in January about the upcoming youth event.

Community Investment Funding Update
The Grants Manager confirmed that 29 awards totalling approximately £1 million had been allocated in Year 4. This was an excellent outcome which reflected the annual average number of projects awarded across Years 1-4. Maintaining a healthy pipeline of projects was challenging but the team would continue do all they could to promote the available funding and support applicants.

The Grants Manager advised the CP members that the Meet the Funders event which took place on 20th November at Beckermet Reading Rooms had attracted 37 individuals including a mix of organisations known to the CIF team and new organisations. Feedback from attendees was very positive and highlighted the importance of collaboration between the CIF team, the Community Engagement Team, internal and external partners and representatives from CIF funded projects in delivering successful events.

AOB 
Business Subgroup Feedback:
The Business Lead informed the Community Partnership that the assumption should be made that the business community is generally comfortable with current activity as there has been considerable effort to engage with them. Initial letters were issued in 2024 advising that the Community Engagement Team would be the point of contact for all matters relating to the GDF, however there has been very limited response to this outreach. A subsequent cyber security engagement event was organised specifically to involve local businesses, but again, attendance was disappointingly low. The Business Strategy has been circulated to the Partnership, and members were invited to provide any recommendations or suggestions for improvement. The Business Strategy was approved by Community Partnership members.  Guidance was requested from the Partnership on how best to encourage greater engagement from the business community.

AOB 
Youth Subgroup Feedback:
The Youth subgroup had met once since September, bringing the total number of meetings to eight. Significant progress has been made in organising the Muncaster youth event, including extensive promotion. A lesson plan has been developed, and the Community Engagement Team has begun promoting the event at engagement sessions.

Issues for Escalation
· No Issues for Escalation.

Public Questions
· No public questions.


Date of next meeting
Next Community Partnership meeting will be 2nd March 2026, Beckermet Reading Rooms. 
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