OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

[image: A green and white logo

Description automatically generated]OFFICIAL


MEETING BRIEFING
Mid Copeland GDF Community Partnership Meeting, Monday 2nd March 2026
The Chair welcomed the Community Partnership Members and NWS representatives. There were no members of public present. 

Chair’s Report
The Chair informed the Community Partnership that two representatives from South Copeland Community Partnership attended the Research Support Office Conference in January and a report would be shared in due course.
The Chair attended a third-party meeting with NWS leadership during which several points were raised regarding the geological complexity of the area, which had not previously been communicated to the Community Partnership. The Chair has escalated concerns regarding this information to the GDF Executive Director.
The Community Partnership then discussed potential implications following the SoS response to the decision submitted by NWS. It was noted that the Community Partnership could reintroduce its withdrawal subgroup if needed, to discuss matters further.
Members also discussed when Community Investment Funding (CIF) would increase to up to £2.5million a year and the need to plan appropriately if the programme proceeds to the next stage of the process.
The Chair reported that the Community Partnership Youth Event in February, was well received by the young people in attendance and will be addressed under the relevant agenda item.
The Annual Review highlighted an excellent year, in relation to engagement and communications performance. Communications metrics were strong across key areas, demonstrating effective engagement and positive reach.

NWS Update
The Principal Community Engagement Manager informed the Community Partnership that Simon Hughes is now in post as GDF Executive Director.
Community Partnership members were reminded that at the previous meeting, NWS had informed them that the submission to Secretary of State is anticipated in the spring. NWS expect this to be in May 2026.
Wintering bird surveys have been undertaken and are due to be completed in April. High-level observations from this work will be shared with the Community Partnership. The next seasonal survey is scheduled to commence in September 2026.
	
NWS Youth Forum
A pilot GDF National Youth Forum was conducted involving 13 young people aged 16–25 from across England. Participants had no prior knowledge of the GDF programme before taking part. Through a youth-led process, participants explored the GDF from a range of perspectives. The forum provided an opportunity for them to build their understanding of the programme while offering insights into the themes and approaches they found most important and engaging. The process also enabled NWS to better understand young people’s priorities, interests, and preferred ways of engaging with the topic.

Feedback from Muncaster Event / CP Youth Group
Thirteen enthusiastic young people aged 18–26 took part in an action-packed engagement day at Muncaster Castle, supported by a photographer who captured the energy throughout. The day began with welcome and introductions, followed by two hours of high-energy team building in the Weapons Hall, alongside an interactive icebreaker challenge. The group then explored the purpose of the event, highlighting the importance of young people’s voices and discussing effective ways to engage their peers. Working in smaller groups, they developed and presented ideas, reflections, and creative suggestions. The day concluded with a discussion about establishing a new youth group within the Community Partnership, considering its purpose, membership, benefits, challenges, and next steps for involvement.
The young people have since been applying to join the youth group.


CPA Annual Review
The revised Community Partnership Agreement had been circulated in advance of the meeting with amendments highlighted. All Community Partnership members approved the changes. 

Communications Update
The Communications Lead recapped activity since the previous Community Partnership meeting. This included a printed newsletter to homes, a press release, advertising and social media for the youth event and website updates e.g. £4million awarded in Mid Copeland through Community Investment Funding in four years. Coming up, a summary infographic of the Community Partnership’s work over the past year will be added to the website, communications developed for a charity golf day and early planning for the next newsletter will begin.

Community Engagement Update
The Community Engagement Manager recapped since the last Community Partnership meeting, Community Partnership representatives attended 14 community events, with a total of 205 attendees. These included a wide range of activities such as coffee mornings, toddler groups, and drop-ins in the nuclear estate. Planning has also begun for a golf event in June, Rotating Wheels, Gosforth Show and Wasdale Show. Members were encouraged to share details of any additional events the team should consider attending.

Community Investment Funding Update
The Community Investment Panel (CIP) has so far approved 10 awards in Year 5.  It was reported that a total of 127 awards has been made to date since Year 1. Just over 50% of these awards are small grants, which are highly valued within the community.

AOB 
The Principal Engagement Manager informed the Community Partnership that she will be leaving NWS in the coming weeks. The Partnership thanked her for her contribution and noted their appreciation for her work and support during her time with the organisation.

Issues for Escalation
· Possibility to reintroduce Withdrawal Subgroup 
· Clarity on current CIF funding if progress to next stage
	


Date of next meeting
Next Community Partnership meeting will be 8th June 2026, Calderbridge and Ponsonby Village Hall.

Meeting dates for 2026:
· 8th June 2026 – Calderbridge and Ponsonby Village Hall
· 7th September 2026 – Beckermet Reading Rooms 
· 7th December 2026 - TBC
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